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WELL, my children : here you are 
again, and a good company of you too. 
What fire you after now ? 

" The stories ! the true stories ! We 
can't go any where about the streets, . 
among our mates, but what we hear 
something said about the true stories. 
They say, too, that a book-maker, who 
makes a great many little books for 
children, down in Pearl-street, has got 
hold of your stories, and is printing 
them in a book. They say, too, that 
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EVENING TALES. 5 

he has found means to put down, not 
only all you say, Uncle John, but he is 
printing some queer things which the 
children have said to you." 

Ha, ha, ha ! Vm glad to hear it. I 
am certain I have told you no stories 
but what I am willing all the world 
should read. You, certainly, have said 
nothing here that would look foolish in 
print. I wish all children before they 
speak, would only think how what they 
were going to say would appear, if it 
should be printed. 

You are good children, and now quite 
still — so I will tell you about the Tiger. 

This bold and terrible animal is the 
only one who dares to fight with the 
Lion. The Royal Tiger of Bengal, in 
the East Indies, will sometimes suc- 
ceed in conquering and killing the king 
of beasts. They are shaped something 
like a cat — have a horrid looking 
mouth and strong jaws, with huge 
claws. Their eyes are too fierce and 
angry to look upon^ 
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Guanches are very fond of riding, and 
pride themselves on their skill in break- 
ing in their steed. The plains through 
which they wander contain an immense 
quantity of horses and wild mules. 
Mounted on their well-trained cours- 
ers, the Guanches dart on a troop of 
wild horses, the lazo is thrown, and 
one is caught. The Guanche, who 
now dismounts, whirls another lazo 
round his captive, who becomes com- 
pletely entangled : then, without stir- 
rups or bridle, and merely with spurs 
and words of command, the Guanche 
masters the impatient animal, which 
paws the ground and darts away with 
the rapidity of lightning- Indignant 
at his burden, he stops, prances and 
rolls in the dust, and the Guanche rolls 
along with him. He then darts oflF 
again, and, in order to terrify his ad- 
versary, who still keeps his seat, tra- 
verses rocks, clears precipices, and 
swims the streams. At length, wora 
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. catches one of them with his tazo^ and 
throwing the animal down, cuts oft' a 
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him. If the tiger, exhausted by fa- 
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tiguc, allows the horseman a single 
moment, it is all over with him ; the 
lazo again is thrown, and the beast is 
caught. 

I have another wonderful account 
which is well authenticated, of a she 
tiger in the Desert of Arabia. 

A French soldier was once taken 
captive by a company of Mangrabins 
in the Desert of Arabia. He eflfected 
an escape ; but his horse falling dead 
under him, he foiled on through the 
sands, till he came to a clump of palm 
trees. Beneath their grateful shadow 
he fell asleep ; but was soon awakened 
by the moaning of some huge animal 
near him. He looked and saw an im- 
mense female Panther, or Tigress, 
sleeping most profoundly. She soon 
awoke, ^nd, instead of rending him to 
pieces, fawned upon him and exhibited 
the utmost tenderness. She became 
very fond of him, and would never re- 
main absent from him longer than was 
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that it is longer, and the sockets of the 
eyes deeper and broader. Tlie num- 
ber of teeth is thirty-two— four of ^ 
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ot the Uape Uolony, and in the course of various 
journeys through the interior, (extending to up* 
wards of three thousand miles,) I have met with, 
a considerable number of snakes ; yet I do not 
recollect of ever being exposed, except in one ia- "" 
stance^ to any imminent hazard of being bit by 
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wild Hottentots who inhabit the mountains and 
deserts of South Africa, imbue the points of their 
arrows in a strong and subtle poison, and that the 
venom of the most dangerous serpents to be 
found in that country forms a principal ingredient 
in its composition. The boldness and dexterity 
displayed by these wild huntsmen, and by many 
also of the colonial Hottentots, in searching out 
and scizinii^ alive the formidable Cobra-Capello 
and PufF-Adder, are truly astonishing. Still more 
surprising is it to witness the snake-hunter ex- 
tracting from the yet living and writhing reptile, 
held fast by his naked foot planted on his neck, 
the little bag containing the secreted venom, 
which the rage of the animal injects into the 
wound made by its fangs at the moment it strikes 
its victim. 

Now, mj attentive little auditors, I will 
tell you stories about the Eagle, called the 
"king of birds.'' 

This bird sits lonely and grand on the 
tops of the highest mountains, or soars up 
towards the sun until he appears to those 
who stand on the earth like a small mote in 
the sunbeam. He is proud, fierce, swift of 
wing, and fearless of all creatures, whether 
on earth or in the air. The eagle is the 
majestic symbol of our country's power — 
and his figure is proudly borne on our na- 
tional flag as it floats over every sea. 

The picture which 1 now show you is that 
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but man ; and from the ethereal heights to which 
he soars, looking abroad, at one glance, on an im- 
measurable expanse of forests, fields, lakes, and 
ocean, deep below him, he appears indifferent to 
the little localities of change of seasons ; as in a 
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of the eagle are all ardor ; and levelling bis 
neck for flight, he sees the fish-hawk once more 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



-z 



22 NEW-YORK 

emerge, struggling with his prey, and mounting 
in the air with screams of exultation. These are 

• the signal for the eagle, who launching into the 
air, instantly gives chase, and soon gains on the 
fish-hawk ; each exerts his utmost to mount 
above the other, displaying in the battle the most 
elegant evolutions. The fierce eagle rapidly ad* 
vances, and is just on the point of reaching the 
hawk, when' with a sudden scream, probably of 
despair, the latter drops his fish : the eagle, pois^ 
ing himself for a moment, as if to take a more 
certain aim, descends like a whirlwind, snatches 
it in his grasp before it reaches the water, and 
bears his ill-gotten booty silently away. 

" Well, Uncle John, we think that this is 
a very mean way of getting a dinner. Why 
does not the oold, proud eagle get his meat 
in some more honest way ?'' 

Oh, for that matter, he is about as honest 
as warriors and conquerors in general. The 
strong among them always seize upon the 

• weak, and make them give up what little 
they have. 

" Yes, Uncle, it is just so. Poland is the 
fish-hawk, and Russia the eagle." 

Rather saj, my son, that Poland is the 
fish, which Russia snatches away from many 
destroyers*! and is now eating up whole all 
alone. 

We have talked quite enough this' even- 
ing. Come again, all of you, another time. 
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Beantiful Colored Toj^ Books, 

) PUBLISHED BY MAHLoTx DAY, 

I rfo. 376, Fearl-street. 

■' [CFThese Toy Books are got up with much care, both 
as respects the selection, and the execution. 

Price l2i cents, each, 
VX NEW-YORK TOY FOR GIRL OR BOY. 
[j ALPHABET OF NATIONS, Parts 1 & 2. 
CAUTION 8 TO YOUNG CHILDREN. 
[^CHILD'S HISTORY OF BIRDS, Parts 1 &2. 
INEW CRIES OF LONDON. 

^^BOOK OF PICTURES, for a Good Child. 

) FARMER HARDY, or the Pennsylvania C 

^ Woodsman. 

PEOPLE OF DIFFERENT COUNTRIES, 
ij Parts 1 <fc 2. 
C MY FATHER. A Poem. 
fjMY MOTHER. A Poem. 
})MY BROTHER. A Poem. 
pMY SISTER. A Poem. 
StHE PICTURE ALPHABET, or Easy Road 
C to Learning. 

[JCRIFS OF LONDON, Parts 1 ife 2. 
p NURSERY READING, in words not exceed- 
\l ing four letters. 

C JUVENILE HISTORY OF BIRDS. Parts 
p First and Second. 

JJjUVENILE HISTORY OF BEASTS. Parts 
^ First and Second. 
()A PEEP AT LONDON. 
OTHE INFANTS ALPHABET. 
^JUVENILE ALMANAC, or Series of Em- 
P blems for every month in the year. 
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